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Abstract
It is shown that there is a universal gravitational memory effect measurable by inertial
detectors in even spacetime dimensions d ≥ 4. The effect falls off at large radius r as r3−d.
Moreover this memory effect sits at one corner of an infrared triangle with the other two
corners occupied by Weinberg’s soft graviton theorem and infinite-dimensional asymptotic
symmetries.
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1 Introduction
In four spacetime dimensions, a triangular equivalence has been established between Wein-
berg’s soft graviton theorem, a subgroup of past and future BMS symmetries, and the grav-
itational memory effect [1–4], indicating a rich universality in the deep infrared (IR). Many
manifestations of this universal IR triangle have been found in a variety of systems. In this
paper we address gravitating systems and construct an IR triangle in even dimensions greater
than four.
A puzzle immediately arises. In a number of papers, it has been claimed that there is
no gravitational memory or BMS symmetry above d = 4 [5–12]. On the other hand, the soft
graviton theorem holds in any number of dimensions, and the associated infinity of conservation
laws/symmetries should follow from matching conditions near spatial infinity. The full triangle
including symmetries and memories should be traceable starting from the soft theorem corner.
Indeed the memory effect is just a Fourier transform with respect to time of the soft theorem.
In this paper we resolve this puzzle. Metric components contain both radiative and Coulom-
bic terms which fall off like r1−
d
2 and r3−d respectively. These fall offs are the same only in
d = 4. We will find a memory effect for any even dimension d which falls off as r3−d like
1
the Coulombic components. This does not in any way contradict the results of [11, 12] which
consider memory effects only at order r1−
d
2 . Moreover we show that the memory effect exhibits
universal behavior, meaning that for any even d, it sits at a corner of a triangle that includes
both the soft graviton theorem and asymptotic symmetries/conservation laws.
A number of interesting phenomena arise along the way. In particular, the Goldstone boson
of the associated symmetry breaking on the boundary of I is hidden in a subradiative component
of the metric appearing at the order of Coulombic terms in the form of an undetermined integra-
tion constant in the perturbative large-r solution. The leading soft graviton theorem in higher
dimensions is not related to IR divergences and has a structure which resembles subleading soft
theorems in d = 4 [13,14], for which this analysis may contain some lessons.
Overlapping results were independently obtained by Mao and Ouyang in [15] and Campiglia
and Coito in [16].
This paper is organized as follows. In section 2, we present relevant formulas of linearized
gravity in harmonic gauge, impose boundary conditions on the metric perturbations and deter-
mine the resulting residual gauge symmetry. In section 3, we focus on gravity in six dimensions
for which we show that the residual gauge symmetry found in the previous section generates
a gravitational memory effect, thereby establishing these residual diffeomorphisms as physical
asymptotic symmetries. In section 4, we show that Weinberg’s soft theorem in d = 6 computes
the shift in the transverse metric component associated with the gravitational memory effect.
Moreover, we reinterpret the soft theorem as a conservation law resulting from a matching con-
dition of a component of the Weyl tensor at I−+ and I+− . In section 5, we generalize our analysis
from d = 6 to all higher even-dimensional spacetimes.
2 General relativity in d = 2m+ 2 > 4
This section presents some basic formulas for asymptotically flat spacetimes in d = 2m+ 2
dimensions for m ≥ 21 and integral.
2.1 Linearized gravity in harmonic gauge
Consider perturbations gµν = g
(0)
µν +hµν around a flat background in d = 2+2m dimensions,
m ≥ 2. Here g(0)µν denotes the higher-dimensional flat metric in retarded coordinates,
ds2 = g(0)µν dx
µdxν = −du2 − 2dudr + r2γABdzAdzB (2.1)
where zA, A = 1, · · · , 2m are coordinates on the asymptotic S2m. Defining the trace-reversed
perturbation
h¯µν = hµν −
1
2
g(0)µν h, h = g
(0)µνhµν , (2.2)
and imposing the harmonic gauge condition
∇µh¯µν = 0, (2.3)
1
A similar harmonic gauge analysis is possible in d = 4, m = 1, but a separate analysis is needed as some of
the equations degenerate.
2
the linearized Einstein equation becomes
h¯µν = −16πGTµν , h¯µν ≡ ∇ρ∇ρh¯µν . (2.4)
In an asymptotic analysis near null infinity we may include in Tµν all forms of radiative stress-
energy including gravity waves. In components
h¯uu =
(
∂2r − 2∂r∂u −
2m
r
(∂u − ∂r) + r−2D2
)
h¯uu,
h¯ur = (∂
2
r − 2∂r∂u + r−2D2)h¯ur +
2m
r2
(h¯uu − h¯ur)−
2m
r
(∂u − ∂r)h¯ur −
2
r3
DAh¯uA,
h¯rr =
(
∂2r − 2∂u∂r + r−2D2
)
h¯rr −
4
r3
DAh¯Ar −
2m
r
(
∂uh¯rr − ∂rh¯rr
)
+
4m
r2
(
h¯ur − h¯rr
)
+
2
r4
γCBh¯CB ,
h¯uA =
(
∂2r − 2∂u∂r + r−2D2
)
h¯uA −
2m− 2
r
(∂u − ∂r)h¯uA −
2
r
∂A
(
h¯uu − h¯ur
)
+
1− 2m
r2
h¯uA,
h¯rA =
(
∂2r − 2∂u∂r + r−2D2
)
h¯rA −
2m− 2
r
(∂u − ∂r) h¯rA −
2
r3
DC h¯CA −
2
r
∂A(h¯ru − h¯rr)
+
2m+ 2
r2
(h¯Au − h¯Ar) +
1
r2
h¯rA −
2m
r2
h¯rA,
h¯AB =
(
∂2r − 2∂u∂r + r−2D2
)
h¯AB −
2
r
DA
(
h¯uB − h¯rB
)− 2
r
DB
(
h¯uA − h¯rA
)
+
4− 4m
r2
h¯AB −
4− 2m
r
∂rh¯AB +
4− 2m
r
∂uh¯AB + 2γAB
(
h¯uu − 2h¯ru + h¯rr
)
,
(2.5)
where here and hereafter, DA denotes the covariant derivative with respect to the unit round
metric γAB on S
2m and D2 = γABDADB. Likewise, the components of the harmonic gauge
condition (2.3) are
∇µh¯µu = −∂uh¯ur − ∂rh¯uu + ∂rh¯ur −
2m
r
(h¯uu − h¯ur) +
1
r2
DAh¯uA,
∇µh¯µr = −∂uh¯rr − ∂rh¯ur + ∂rh¯rr −
2m
r
(h¯ur − h¯rr) +
1
r2
DAh¯rA −
1
r3
γABh¯AB ,
∇µh¯µA = −∂uh¯rA − ∂rh¯uA + ∂rh¯rA −
2m
r
(h¯uA − h¯rA) +
1
r2
DBh¯BA.
(2.6)
The residual diffeomorphisms ξµ that preserve the harmonic gauge condition (2.3) obeyξµ = 0,
or equivalently
(
∂2r − 2∂r∂u + r−2D2
)
ξu −
2m
r
(∂uξu − ∂rξu) = 0,
(∂2r − 2∂r∂u + r−2D2)ξr −
2
r3
DAξA −
2m
r
(∂u − ∂r) ξr +
2m
r2
(ξu − ξr) = 0,
(∂2r − 2∂r∂u + r−2D2)ξA −
2m− 2
r
(∂u − ∂r)ξA +
1− 2m
r2
ξA −
2
r
∂A(ξu − ξr) = 0.
(2.7)
2.2 Boundary conditions and solution space
In 2m + 2 dimensions, radiative solutions of the wave equation fall off like 1
r
m in a local
orthonormal frame, while Coulombic solutions have the faster (for m > 1) falloff 1
r
2m−1 . We
3
accordingly adopt the boundary conditions
huu ∼ O(r−2m+1), hru ∼ O(r−2m), hrr ∼ O(r−m−2),
huA ∼ O(r−2m+1), hrA ∼ O(r−m), hAB ∼ O(r−m+2),
h = g(0)µνhµν ∼ O(r−2m), γABhAB ∼ O(r−m).
(2.8)
Here the hrr, hrA and hAB components comprise the radiative modes and appear accordingly
at O(r−m) in an orthonormal frame, while the Coulombic modes include huu, huA, and hur and
appear at O(r−2m+1) in an orthonormal frame.2 Making this division requires application of
the residual gauge symmetry (2.7), details of which are spelled out in Appendix A. Moreover,
the metric components are not all independent but are related by the constraints (2.11) as well
as the harmonic gauge condition (2.3). We further impose the consistent fall-off conditions on
the Einstein tensor
Guu ∼ O(r−2m), Gur ∼ O(r−(2m+2)), Grr ∼ O(r−(2m+2)),
GuA ∼ O(r−2m), GrA ∼ O(r−(2m+1)), GAB ∼ O(r−(2m−1)),
(2.9)
and assume that the components of the energy-momentum tensor Tµν fall off at the same rate
as Gµν . These boundary conditions allow the higher-dimensional generalization of Kerr [17] as
well as gravity waves. Allowing for the difference in gauge choice, they are consistent with the
falloffs employed in [11], but are stronger than those in [18].
In the large-r limit, we assume an asymptotic expansion in inverse powers of r of the metric
perturbations, starting at the the order given by (2.8)
huu =
∞∑
n=2m−1
h(n)uu
rn
, hur =
∞∑
n=2m
h(n)ur
rn
, hrr =
∞∑
n=m+2
h(n)rr
rn
,
huA =
∞∑
n=2m−1
h
(n)
uA
rn
, hrA =
∞∑
n=m
h
(n)
rA
rn
, hAB =
∞∑
n=m−2
h
(n)
AB
rn
.
(2.10)
We use these expansions to solve (2.3) and (2.4) order-by-order in r and find that the coefficients
of the expansions (2.10) are all determined in terms of the radiative data h
(m−2)
AB , up to poten-
tially significant u-independent integration constants. In particular, the Einstein equation (2.4)
together with the gauge condition (2.3) imply the following constraints when m ≤ n ≤ 2m− 1
0 =h(n)rr + γ
ABh
(n−2)
AB ,
0 =
(
D2 − (n− 2m)2 − n
)
h(n)rr + 2(m− n)γABh(n−2)AB − 2(m− n+ 1)DAh(n−1)rA ,
0 =
(
D2 − (2m− n− 1)(2m − n) + 2(n− 1)
)
DAh
(n−1)
rA + 2(n−m)DADBh(n−2)AB + 2D2h(n)rr .
(2.11)
2
Strictly speaking, these components are not all independent meaning that the Einstein equation together with
the harmonic gauge condition require some of the components to fall off faster than a radiative or Coulombic
mode in an orthonormal frame.
4
Using the above constraints together with the Einstein equation, one obtains a relation between
the radiative mode and components of the metric appearing at O(r−2m+1)
∂m−1u D
ADBh
(2m−3)
AB =
(−1)m−1
2m−1(m− 1)!
D2(D2 + 2) + 8− 8m
(D2 − 2(2m− 3))(D2 − (2m− 2))
2m−1∏
ℓ=m+1
(
D2 − (2m− ℓ)(ℓ− 1)
)
DADBh
(m−2)
AB ,
(2.12)
where inverse powers of D2 denote Green’s functions.
Finally, the relation between the components of the metric and the flux of energy and
momentum which appears at leading order in the uu component of the Einstein equation is
simply
− 16πGT (2m)uu = 2(m− 1)∂uh(2m−1)uu . (2.13)
2.3 Residual symmetries
The harmonic gauge condition (2.3) and the falloffs (2.8) do not fully fix all of the gauge
symmetry. Residual symmetries remain of the form
ξf =
(m− 2)D2f
r2m−2
∂u−
D2 + 2(m− 1)(2m− 5)
2(2m− 1)
D2f
r2m−2
∂r+
DA((D2 − 4)m+ 4)
(2m− 1)
f
r2m−1
∂A, (2.14)
where f is any function on the sphere. Poincare´ transformations are also allowed diffeomor-
phisms but are peripheral to our discussion and so are not explicitly included in (2.14). Under
this residual symmetry, h
(2m−3)
AB transforms as
δξfh
(2m−3)
AB =
1
2m− 1
(
2DADB
(
(D2 − 4)m+ 4
)
− γABD2
(
D2 + 2(m− 1)(2m − 5)
))
f,
DADBδξfh
(2m−3)
AB = (8 +D
2(2 +D2)− 8m)D2f,
(2.15)
while for m ≥ 2, the radiative mode h(m−2)AB is unaffected.
3 Gravitational memory in d = 6
In this section we derive the higher-dimensional gravitational memory effect. For notational
simplicity, we focus on the d = 6 case which illustrates many of the features of the most general
case. The generalization to all even higher dimensions is discussed in section 5.
We begin by considering two inertial detectors near I+ moving along timelike geodesics3
with tangent vector
k = ∂u, kµk
µ = −1. (3.1)
The relative transverse displacement sA of the detectors obeys
d2sA
du2
= RAuuBs
B . (3.2)
3
There will be corrections to the tangent vectors in (3.1) subleading in r but these will not affect our analysis.
5
Using the metric perturbation boundary conditions (2.8), the linearized Riemann tensor is
RAuuB =
γAC
2r2
∂2uhCB +O(r−4). (3.3)
Let us consider a scenario in which the system is in vacuum (i.e. stationary) at initial and
final times, ui and uf respectively, while during the interval ui < u < uf there is a transit
of gravitational radiation. To leading order in the large-r expansion, (3.2) can be integrated
directly to find
∆sA =
γAC
2r2
∆hCBs
B
i +O(r−4), (3.4)
where sAi = s
A(ui) is the separation of the detectors at some initial retarded time u = ui,
∆sA = sA(uf )− sA(ui), and ∆hAB = hAB(uf )− hAB(ui). Expanding at large r,
∆hAB =
∆h
(1)
AB
r
+ · · · . (3.5)
The would-be leading term vanishes because
∆h
(0)
AB = 0. (3.6)
One way to derive this is to note that the initial and final configurations are radiative vacua,
but according to (2.15), one can always choose h
(0)
AB = 0 in the vacuum. Therefore the leading
term is ‘frozen’ and cannot be shifted by the passage of waves. This conclusion was arrived at
by a different method in [11], and is the basis of the statement that there is no gravitational
memory in higher dimensions. However it really only implies that the gravitational memory
effect does not appear at the radiative order of the large-r expansion, rather it appears at the
Coulombic order which is subleading above d = 4.
Using (2.15) to write ∆h
(1)
AB in terms of pure gauge configurations, one finds
∆sA =
γAC
2r3
[
4
3
(
DBDC −
1
4
γBCD
2
)
(D2 − 2)∆C
]
sBi +O(r−4), (3.7)
where C is a component on the sphere of a vacuum metric which obeys
δξfC = f (3.8)
and accordingly shall be referred to as the Goldstone mode. C characterizes the vacuum con-
figuration at a given retarded time and ∆C ≡ C|uf − C|ui .
Thus, we conclude that the large diffeomorphism (2.14) which distinguishes the late and
early vacua can be measured by gravitational memory experiments which are sensitive to the
1
r
3 Coulombic components of the metric near null infinity. Since they can be measured, (2.14)
are not trivial diffeomorphisms and occupy one corner of the IR triangle. The relation (3.7)
provides the side of the triangle which connects these large diffeomorphisms (i.e. asymptotic
symmetries) to the memory effect. We now proceed to complete the triangle with the third
corner.
6
4 Weinberg’s soft theorem in d = 6
Continuing in d = 6, in this section we show that Weinberg’s soft graviton theorem is a
formula for the shift in precisely the same metric component ∆h
(1)
AB. One way to demonstrate
this is to Fourier transform the usual momentum space formulas for the soft theorem. This
relates the zero mode of the radiative piece ( 1
r
2 in an orthonormal frame) of the metric h
(0)
AB ,
which in turn is related to the shift in h
(1)
AB via the u integral of (2.12) (or equation (4.18)
below) to the classical radiation field sourced by the scattering process. This Fourier relation
was worked out in [15]. Here we shall proceed via a different route, showing that the soft formula
can be expressed as a conservation law following from antipodal matching conditions at null
infinity, as in d = 4. This conservation law then readily yields a formula for the memory shift
∆h
(1)
AB .
4.1 Soft theorem as Ward identity
We begin as in [18] by rewriting the soft theorem as a Ward identity. Consider fluctuations
of the d = 6 metric about a flat background, gµν = ηµν + κh˜µν , where κ
2 = 32πG.4 The
radiative degrees of freedom of the gravitational field have the mode expansion
h˜µν =
∑
α
∫
d5q
(2π)5
1
2ωq
[
ε∗αµνaα(~q)e
iq·x + εαµνa
†
α(~q)e
−iq·x
]
, (4.1)
where ωq = |~q| and εαµν(~q) are polarization tensors obeying
qµεαµν(~q) = 0, 2
∑
α
ε∗α
ij(~q)εkℓα (~q) = π
ikπjℓ + πiℓπjk − 1
2
πijπkℓ, πij = δij − q
iqj
~q2
. (4.2)
The modes aα and a
†
α obey the canonical commutation relations
[aα(~p), a
†
β(~q)] = 2ωqδαβ(2π)
5δ5(~p − ~q). (4.3)
Note (4.2) directly implies that the mode expansion (4.1) obeys the harmonic gauge condition.
The utility of this gauge choice in the context of the IR triangle was originally suggested in [19].
Also see [20–22] for additional analyses employing harmonic gauge.
The free radiative data at I+ is
h
(0)
AB(u, z) ≡ κ limr→∞ ∂Ax
µ∂Bx
ν h˜µν(u+ r, rxˆ(z)) (4.4)
and can be evaluated by taking a saddle point approximation at large r of (4.1). The result
is [18]
h
(0)
AB = −
2π2κ
(2π)5
∂Axˆ
i∂B xˆ
j
∑
α
∫
dωqωq
[
ε∗αij aα(ωqxˆ)e
−iωqu + εαija
†
α(ωqxˆ)e
iωqu
]
. (4.5)
4
The ‘˜’ indicates that these graviton modes are normalized differently from the ones appearing in the rest
of the paper.
7
The frequency space expression is obtained by performing a Fourier transform
h
ω(0)
AB = −
κ
2(2π)2
∂Axˆ
i∂B xˆ
j
∑
α
∫
dωqωq
[
ε∗αij aα(ωqxˆ)δ(ω − ωq) + εαija†α(ωqxˆ)δ(ω + ωq)
]
. (4.6)
Hence,
h
ω(0)
AB = −
κω
8π2
∂Axˆ
i∂B xˆ
j
∑
α
ε∗αij aα(ωxˆ), h
−ω(0)
AB = −
κω
8π2
∂Axˆ
i∂B xˆ
j
∑
α
εαija
†
α(ωxˆ), (4.7)
where ω > 0. The zero frequency mode of hAB is then defined in terms of a linear combination
of positive and negative zero-frequency Fourier modes∫
duh
(0)
AB =
1
2
lim
ω→0
(
h
−ω(0)
AB + h
ω(0)
AB
)
. (4.8)
The soft graviton theorem for an outgoing soft graviton can be expressed in terms of an
insertion of (4.8) into the n→ m particle S-matrix
〈zn+1, ...|
∫
duh
(0)
AB(u, z)S|z1, ...〉 = −
κ2
2(4π)2
F outAB (z; zk)〈zn+1, ...|S|z1, ...〉, (4.9)
where we have labelled the asymptotic particles by their four-momenta pµk = Ek (1, xˆ(zk)) and
F outAB (z; zk) ≡ ω∂Axˆi∂B xˆj
∑
α
ε∗αij
[
n+m∑
k=n+1
εαµνp
µ
kp
ν
k
pk · q
−
n∑
k=1
εαµνp
µ
kp
ν
k
pk · q
]
. (4.10)
When acted upon by the following differential operator, (4.10) localizes to a sum over δ-functions
√
γ
(
D2 − 2
)
DADBF outAB (z; zk) = 3(4π)
2
[
n+m∑
k=n+1
Ekδ
4(z − zk)−
n∑
k=1
Ekδ
4(z − zk)
]
. (4.11)
Then acting with this differential operator on (4.9) and convolving against an arbitrary function
on the sphere D2f(z), one finds
− 1
3κ2
∫
d4z
√
γD2f(z)(D2 − 2)DADB〈zn+1, ...|
∫
duh
(0)
AB(z)S|z1, ...〉
=
1
2
[
n+m∑
k=n+1
EkD
2f(zk)−
n∑
k=1
EkD
2f(zk)
]
〈zn+1, ...|S|z1, ...〉.
(4.12)
Combined with the result of an analogous analysis near I−, (4.12) leads to the Ward identity
〈zn+1, ...|Q+S − SQ−|z1, ...〉 = 0, (4.13)
where the charges can be decomposed into hard and soft pieces
Q± = Q±H +Q
±
S . (4.14)
The action of the hard charges on outgoing asymptotic states is reproduced by the action of
the leading order uu component of the energy-momentum
〈zn+1, ...|Q+H = 〈zn+1, ...|
n+m∑
k=n+1
EkD
2f(zk) = 〈zn+1, ...|
∫
I
+
dud4z
√
γD2fT (4)uu , (4.15)
8
while the soft charges, defined as
Q+S =
1
3κ2
∫
dud4z
√
γD2f(z)(D2 − 2)DADBh(0)AB , (4.16)
add soft gravitons to the asymptotic state. Similar expressions can be determined for charges
Q− which act near I−.
We now show that Q+S is proportional to the shift ∆C which appears in the memory for-
mula (3.7). The AB component of the linearized Einstein equations in d = 6 at O(r−2) (or
equivalently equation (2.12)) is
(D2 − 4)h(0)AB + 2∂uh(1)AB = 0, (4.17)
which implies ∫
duDADBh
(0)
AB = −
2
D2 + 4
DADB∆h
(1)
AB . (4.18)
Recall that ∆h
(1)
AB is pure gauge
DADB∆h
(1)
AB = (D
2 − 2)(D2 + 4)D2∆C, (4.19)
where ∆C is the shift in the Goldstone mode across I+. It follows that
Q+S = −
2
3κ2
∫
d4z
√
γD2f(z)(D2 − 2)2D2∆C. (4.20)
Substituting these expressions in (4.12), one finds that the soft theorem computes the ex-
pectation value of angular derivatives of ∆C in the presence of a scattering event
2
3κ2
∫
d4z
√
γD2f(z)(D2 − 2)2D2〈zn+1, ...|∆C(z)S|z1, ...〉
=
1
2
[
n+m∑
k=n+1
EkD
2f(zk)−
n∑
k=1
EkD
2f(zk)
]
〈zn+1, ...|S|z1, ...〉.
(4.21)
As anticipated in section 3, we find that gravitational radiation emitted during generic scattering
processes shifts the component of the metric h
(1)
AB where the precise shift is given by the gauge
transformation law (2.15) with f = ∆C as given in (4.21).
4.2 Conservation law
The soft theorem in the form (4.13) equates the outgoing integral Q+ on I+ to an incoming
integral Q− on I−. In this subsection we show that both of these are given by S4 boundary
integrals near spatial infinity, and their equality is implied by the antipodal matching conditions.
Moreover the conserved charges are arbitrary moments of the Weyl tensor component whose
zero mode is the Bondi mass.
To see this explicitly, recall the charge Q+ given by its decomposition into hard (4.15) and
soft (4.16) parts
Q+ =
∫
I
+
dud4z
√
γD2f
(
T (4)uu −
2
3κ2
D2 − 2
D2 + 4
DADB∂uh
(1)
AB
)
. (4.22)
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Using (2.13) and performing the u integral, one finds
Q+ =
1
16πG
∫
S
4
d4z
√
γD2f
(
−2h(3)uu −
1
3
D2 − 2
D2 + 4
DADBh
(1)
AB
)∣∣∣∣∣
I
+
+
I
+
−
. (4.23)
This combination of gauge fields is proportional to the leading contribution to the asymptotic
expansion of the following component of the Weyl tensor evaluated in a radiative vacuum near
the boundaries of I
Cruru =
1
r5
(
−1
2
(D2 − 2)
(D2 + 4)
DADBh
(1)
AB − 3h(3)uu
)
+O(r−6). (4.24)
Note the expression is non-local in the gauge field only because we chose to express it in terms
of h
(1)
AB.
5
Natural boundary conditions on the Weyl tensor manifestly lead to sufficiently fast fall off
behavior of the Cruru component at I++ for the charges to be written as local expressions at I+−6
Q+ =
1
16πG
∫
I
+
−
d4z
√
γD2f
(
2h(3)uu +
1
3
D2 − 2
D2 + 4
DADBh
(1)
AB
)
= −2
3
1
16πG
lim
r→∞
∫
I
+
−
d4z
√
γr5D2fCruru.
(4.25)
In particular, if we replace D2f by 1, then we recover the total mass
Q+
∣∣∣
D
2
f→1
=
∫
I
+
dud4z
√
γ
(
T (4)uu −
2
3κ2
D2 − 2
D2 + 4
DADB∂uh
(1)
AB
)
, (4.26)
where notice that the second term is a total derivative on S4 and thus vanishes upon integration.
Antipodal matching of this Weyl tensor component on I−+ to that on I+− then implies directly
Q+ = Q−. (4.27)
In summary there is a complete IR triangle in d = 6 with the leading soft graviton theorem
in one corner, 1
r
3 gravitational memory effect at the second corner and asymptotic symme-
tries/conservation laws at the third.
5 Higher dimensional generalization
In this section, we generalize the analysis in sections 3 and 4 to all even dimensions d > 4.
5
Equivalent local expressions can be obtained for example by substituting h
(1)
AB for h
(2)
rA.
6
We have not verified that this charge in any sense generates via the Dirac bracket the large diffeomorphisms
of section 2.3. Such a demonstration would have to carefully account for all our subsidiary gauge fixing as well
as the mismatching powers of r found in Appendix C.
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5.1 Geodesic deviation in higher dimensions
In general dimensions, the relative transverse displacement sA of the detectors due to the
transit of gravitational radiation is given by (3.2). To linear order in the metric perturbations
RAuuB =
γAC
2r2
(
∂2uhCB −DB∂uhuC −DC∂uhuB +DBDChuu
)
− δ
A
B
2r
(2∂uhru − ∂rhuu − ∂uhuu) .
(5.1)
Using the fall-off conditions (2.8), one finds this component is given by an asymptotic expansion
of the form
RAuuB =
γAC
2r2
2m−3∑
k=m−2
∂2uh
(k)
CB
rk
+O(r−2m). (5.2)
Integrating (3.2) twice, one finds
∆sA = γAC
∆h
(2m−3)
CB
2r2m−1
sBi +O(r−2m), (5.3)
where just like in the six-dimensional case, we assume the system is in vacuum at initial and
final times. This means that the modes h
(n)
CB up to n = 2m − 3 do not contribute since their
vacuum configurations do not undergo a relative displacement between early and late times or
equivalently, they do not change under (2.14).
Finally, the displacement ∆sA can be expressed directly in terms of the change in the vacuum
configuration
∆sA =
(
2DADB
(
(D2 − 4)m+ 4
)
− δABD2
(
D2 + 2(m− 1)(2m− 5)
))
∆C
2(2m− 1)r2m−1 s
B
i +O(r−2m),
(5.4)
where C is a function on S2m that parameterizes the space of inequivalent vacuum configura-
tions.
We conclude that gravitational memory experiments sensitive to the 1
r
2m−1 Coulombic com-
ponents of the metric near null infinity can measure the shift between early and late vacua
generated by (2.14).
5.2 Soft theorem as Ward identity
From a stationary phase approximation of the standard mode expansion in higher dimen-
sions, we find
h
(m−2)
AB (u, z) =
κ∂Axˆ
i∂B xˆ
j
4π(2πi)m
∑
α
∫
dωqω
m−1
q
[
ε∗αij aα(ωqxˆ)e
−iωqu + (−1)mεαija†α(ωqxˆ)eiωqu
]
= ∂m−1u
im−1κ∂Axˆ
i∂B xˆ
j
4π(2πi)m
∑
α
∫
dωq
[
ε∗αij aα(ωqxˆ)e
−iωqu − εαija†α(ωqxˆ)eiωqu
]
.
(5.5)
The finite frequency modes are given by the Fourier transform
h
ω(m−2)
AB =
(−i)mκ
2(2π)m
∂Axˆ
i∂Bxˆ
j
∑
α
∫
dωqω
m−1
q
[
ε∗αij aα(ωqxˆ)δ(ω − ωq) + (−1)mεαija†α(ωqxˆ)δ(ω + ωq)
]
,
(5.6)
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or equivalently
h
ω(m−2)
AB =
(−i)mκ
2(2π)m
∂Axˆ
i∂B xˆ
jωm−1
∑
α
ε∗αij aα(ωxˆ),
h
−ω(m−2)
AB =
imκ
2(2π)m
∂Axˆ
i∂Bxˆ
jωm−1
∑
α
εαija
†
α(ωxˆ),
(5.7)
with ω > 0. The soft theorem can be written as
〈zn+1, ...|h0(m−2)AB (z)S|z1, ...〉 = −
(−1)mκ2
8(2π)m
F outAB (z; zk)〈zn+1, ...|S|z1, ...〉, (5.8)
with F outAB (z; zk) given in (4.10) where A,B now run over the coordinates of S
2m and the zero
mode h
0(m−2)
AB is defined as
h
0(m−2)
AB =
1
2
lim
ω→0
(iω)2−m
(
h
ω(m−2)
AB + (−1)mh−ω(m−2)AB
)
. (5.9)
Although we just obtained an expression for the soft graviton mode starting from the mode
expansion of the radiative component of the metric, as in six dimensions, the zero frequency
graviton is more naturally related to the shift in a Coulombic component of the metric. In
particular, by comparing the mode expansion (5.5) with the expression (2.12), we obtain an
expression for the frequency mode expansion of the component of the metric associated to the
memory
2m−1(m− 1)!
(−1)m−1 H(u, z) =(
2m−1∏
ℓ=m+1
Dℓ
)
DADB
[
κ∂Axˆ
i∂B xˆ
j
4πi(2π)m
∑
α
∫
dωq
(
ε∗αij aα(ωqxˆ)e
−iωqu − εαija†α(ωqxˆ)eiωqu
)]
,
(5.10)
where
Dℓ = D2 − (2m− ℓ)(ℓ− 1) (5.11)
and H(u, z) contains the memory metric component
H(u, z) =
(D2 − 2(2m− 3))(D2 − (2m− 2))
D2(D2 + 2) + 8− 8m D
ADBh
(2m−3)
AB . (5.12)
Equation (5.10) can now be inverted to express the creation and annihilation operators in terms
of H(u, z). Extracting the zero-mode, we find that∫
du〈zn+1, ...|∂uH(u, z)S|z1, ...〉 =
lim
ω→0
(−1)m
2m−1(m− 1)!
(
2m−1∏
ℓ=m+1
Dℓ
)
DADB
[
κ∂Axˆ
i∂B xˆ
j
8π(2π)m
∑
α
2πε∗αij ω〈zn+1, ...|aα(ωxˆ)S|z1, ...〉
]
.
(5.13)
Using the action of the differential operators Dℓ on soft factor FAB derived in [18], the soft
theorem (5.8) can equivalently be written as follows
(D2 − 2(2m− 3))(D2 − (2m− 2))D2〈zn+1, ...|∆CS|z1, ...〉
=
κ2(2m− 1)
4
√
γ
[
n+m∑
k=n+1
Ekδ
2m(z − zk)−
n∑
k=1
Ekδ
2m(z − zk)
]
〈zn+1, ...|S|z1, ...〉,
(5.14)
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where we have used (2.15) to express the difference between the early and late vacua across
I+ in terms of the shift ∆C in the Goldstone mode across I+. We note that the form of the
large diffeomorphism (2.14) ensures the Green’s function appearing in (5.12) cancels when the
change in h
(2m−3)
AB across I+ is pure gauge.
Integrating (5.14) against an arbitrary function D2f on S2m, we find∫
d2mz
√
γD2f(z)(D2 − 2(2m− 3))(D2 − (2m− 2))D2〈zn+1, ...|∆CS|z1, ...〉
=
(2m− 1)κ2
4
[
n+m∑
k=n+1
EkD
2f(zk)−
n∑
k=1
EkD
2f(zk)
]
〈zn+1, ...|S|z1, ...〉.
(5.15)
The higher dimensional analog of the soft charge (4.20) is then
Q+S = −
2
(2m− 1)κ2
∫
d2mz
√
γD2f(z)(D2 − 2(2m − 3))(D2 − (2m− 2))D2∆C. (5.16)
Combined with the corresponding formula for I− as well as the higher dimensional generaliza-
tions of the hard charges (4.15), we deduce that the Ward identity
〈zn+1, ...|Q+S − SQ−|z1, ...〉 = 0 (5.17)
computes the shift in h
(2m−3)
AB along I induced by a flux of gravitational radiation. This shift is
given by the gauge transformation (2.15) with f = ∆C as in (5.15).
5.3 Conservation law
In this subsection, we generalize the conclusions of section 4.2 to arbitrary higher even
dimensions. We first show that the conserved charges can be expressed in terms of arbitrary
moments of the Weyl tensor component whose zero mode is the Bondi mass. From (5.15) we
find that the full charge Q+ takes the following form
Q+ =
∫
I
+
dud2mz
√
γD2f
(
T (2m)uu −
2
(2m− 1)κ2
(D2 − 2(m− 1))(D2 − 2(2m− 3))
D2(D2 + 2)− 8m+ 8 ∂uD
ADBh
(2m−3)
AB
)
.
(5.18)
Using (2.13) and performing the u integral, this becomes
Q+ =
1
16πG
∫
S
2m
d2mz
√
γD2f
(
−2(m− 1)h(2m−1)uu −
1
2m− 1
(D2 − 2(m− 1))(D2 − 2(2m− 3))
D2(D2 + 2)− 8m+ 8 D
ADBh
(2m−3)
AB
)∣∣∣∣∣
I
+
+
I
+
−
.
(5.19)
In direct analogy with the discussion of section 4.2, we find that the leading term in the 1/r
expansion of the Cruru component of the Weyl tensor evaluated in a radiative vacuum near the
boundary of I+ is
C(2m+1)ruru = −(2m− 1)(m − 1)h(2m−1)uu −
1
2
(D2 − 2(m− 1))(D2 − 2(2m − 3))
D2(D2 + 2)− 8m+ 8
DADBh
(2m−3)
AB .
(5.20)
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Assuming that Cruru vanishes sufficiently fast at I++ , the total charge on I+ can be written as
Q+ = − 2
(2m− 1)16πG
∫
I
+
−
d2mz
√
γD2fC(2m+1)ruru . (5.21)
The antipodal matching condition of the Weyl tensor at I+− and I−+ then naturally leads to
the interpretation of the memory effect as the direct consequence of conservation law
Q+ = Q− (5.22)
along I.
In conclusion, this shows that the soft theorem in higher dimensions is a consequence of the
symmetry associated with the diffeomorphism (2.14). Moreover, (2.14) generates the higher-
dimensional analog of the 4d gravitational memory effect. It is a ‘large’ gauge transformation
in the sense that it computes the leading shift in the metric due to gravitational flux which
is measured by the geodesic deviation equation discussed in section 5.1. This completes the
triangular equivalence between soft theorems, asymptotic symmetries and gravitational memory
in higher even-dimensional asymptotically flat spacetimes.
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A Asymptotic expansions
Assuming a 1/r asymptotic expansion of the metric perturbation and using the notation
F (n) to denote the coefficient of r−n, the Einstein equation components are
[
h¯uu
](n)
= 2(n −m− 1)∂uh¯(n−1)uu +
[
D2 − (n− 2)(2m− n+ 1)
]
h¯(n−2)uu ,[
h¯ur
](n)
= 2(n −m− 1)∂uh¯(n−1)ur +
[
D2 − (n− 1)(2m− n+ 2)
]
h¯(n−2)ur + 2mh¯
(n−2)
uu − 2DAh¯(n−3)uA ,[
h¯rr
](n)
= 2(n −m− 1)∂uh¯(n−1)rr +
[
D2 − (n− 2)(2m− n+ 1)
]
h¯(n−2)rr + 4m
(
h¯(n−2)ru − h¯(n−2)rr
)
− 4DAh¯(n−3)rA + 2γABh¯(n−4)AB ,[
h¯uA
](n)
= 2(n −m)∂uh¯(n−1)uA +
[
D2 − (n− 1)(2m − n)− 1
]
h¯
(n−2)
uA − 2∂Ah¯(n−1)uu + 2∂Ah¯(n−1)ur ,[
h¯rA
](n)
= 2(n −m)∂uh¯(n−1)rA +
[
D2 − n(2m− n+ 1)− 3
]
h¯
(n−2)
rA − 2∂Ah¯(n−1)ur + 2∂Ah¯(n−1)rr
− 2DBh¯(n−3)AB + (2m+ 2)h¯(n−2)uA ,[
h¯AB
](n)
= 2(n −m+ 1)∂uh¯(n−1)AB +
[
D2 − 2 + n− 2mn+ n2
]
h¯
(n−2)
AB
− 2
(
DAh¯
(n−1)
uB −DAh¯(n−1)rB +DBh¯(n−1)uA −DBh¯(n−1)rA
)
+ 2γAB
(
h¯(n)uu − 2h¯(n)ur + h¯(n)rr
)
,
(A.1)
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while the components of the harmonic gauge condition are
[∇µh¯µu](n) = −∂uh¯(n)ur − (2m− n+ 1)(h¯(n−1)uu − h¯(n−1)ur ) +DAh¯(n−2)uA ,[∇µh¯µr](n) = −∂uh¯(n)rr − (2m− n+ 1)(h¯(n−1)ur − h¯(n−1)rr ) +DAh¯(n−2)rA − γABh¯(n−3)AB ,[∇µh¯µA](n) = −∂uh¯(n)rA − (2m− n+ 1)(h¯(n−1)uA − h¯(n−1)rA ) +DBh¯(n−2)BA .
(A.2)
The expansion of the harmonic gauge condition on residual diffeomorphisms (2.7) is
[ξu]
(n) = 2(n −m− 1)∂uξ(n−1)u +
[
D2 − (1 + 2m− n)(n− 2)
]
ξ(n−2)u ,
[ξr]
(n) = 2(n −m− 1)∂uξ(n−1)r +
[
D2 − (2 + 2m− n)(n− 1)
]
ξ(n−2)r + 2mξ
(n−2)
u − 2DAξ(n−3)A ,
[ξA]
(n) = 2(n −m)∂uξ(n−1)A +
[
D2 + (−1 + n)(−2m+ n)− 1
]
ξ
(n−2)
A − 2∂A(ξ(n−1)u − ξ(n−1)r ).
(A.3)
B Residual gauge-fixing
In this appendix, we provide the details of a consistent gauge-fixing procedure by which we
arrive at the boundary conditions for the metric perturbation employed in this paper (2.8).
We start with the following weak boundary conditions on the metric
h¯uu ∼ O(r−m), h¯ru ∼ O(r−m), h¯rr ∼ O(r−m),
h¯uA ∼ O(r−m+1), h¯rA ∼ O(r−m+1), h¯AB ∼ O(r−m+2).
(B.1)
These were selected such that the leading order terms are allowed (by the Einstein equation) to
be free functions of (u, zA). In particular, they can be determined by looking for the order at
which the coefficient of the ∂uh¯µν term in (A.1) vanishes. If one works with weaker boundary
conditions than these, then a consistent asymptotic expansion must include logarithmic terms
in r. Finally, note these imply gµνhµν ∼ O(r−m).
Combining the gauge constraints (A.2) with the components of the Einstein equation (A.1)
at orders in the asymptotic expansion when the Einstein tensor vanishes, we obtain the following
constraints
0 =(D2 − (2m− n− 1)(2m − n))h¯(n)ur − 2(2m − n− 1)(n −m)h¯(n)uu + 2(n−m)DAh¯(n−1)uA ,
0 =
(
D2 − (n− 2m)2 − n
)
h¯(n)rr + 2(m− (2m− n− 1)(n−m))h¯(n)ur + 2(m− n)γABh¯(n−2)AB
− 2(m− n+ 1)DAh¯(n−1)rA ,
0 =(D2 − (2m− n− 1)(2m − n) + 2(n− 1))DAh¯(n−1)rA + 2(m− n)(2m− n)DAh¯(n−1)uA
+ 2(n−m)DADBh¯(n−2)AB + 2D2(h¯(n)rr − h¯(n)ur ),
(B.2)
where all three apply when m ≤ n ≤ 2m− 1.
Evaluated at leading order n = m these constraints imply
h¯(m)ur = h¯
(m−1)
rA = h¯
(m)
rr = 0. (B.3)
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The residual gauge transformations that preserve the boundary conditions7 (B.1) are given
to leading order by
ξ =
1
rm
ξu(m)∂u +
1
rm
ξr(m)∂r +
1
rm+1
ξA(m+1)∂A + · · · , (B.4)
where ξu(m), ξr(m), and ξA(m+1) are free functions of (u, zA). Under these diffeomorphisms, the
leading order fields transform in the following way
δh¯(m)uu = 2∂uξ
(m)
u − ∂uξ(m)r , δh¯(m−1)uA = ∂uξ(m−1)A , δh(m) = −2∂uξ(m)r ,
δh¯
(m−2)
AB = γAB∂uξ
(m)
r , δh¯
(m)
ur = δh¯
(m)
rr = δh¯
(m−1)
rA = 0.
(B.5)
We use the u-dependent part of the free functions ξu(m), ξr(m), and ξA(m+1) to set
h¯(m)uu = h
(m) = h¯
(m−1)
uA = 0. (B.6)
Since h¯(m)ur and h¯
(m)
rr are zero, h
(m) = 0 implies
γABh¯
(m−2)
AB = 0. (B.7)
Upon performing this gauge-fixing we are left with residual gauge transformations, which at
leading order are given by u-independent ξu(m), ξr(m), and ξA(m+1).
Now suppose one has gauge-fixed
h¯(n
′
)
uu = h
(n
′
) = h¯
(n
′
−1)
uA = 0, n
′ ≤ n. (B.8)
The remaining residual gauge transformations that preserve (B.8) are given to leading order by
ξ =
1
rn
ξu(n)∂u +
1
rn
ξr(n)∂r +
1
rn+1
ξA(n+1)∂A + · · · , (B.9)
where ξu(n), ξr(n), and ξA(n+1) are u-independent free functions on the sphere S2m. Note with
this gauge-fixing, the constraints (B.2) imply that
h¯(n
′
)
ur = 0, n
′ ≤ n. (B.10)
Then, at this order, the following components of the Einstein equation significantly simplify
∂uh¯
(n+1)
uu = 0, n ≤ 2m− 3,
∂uh¯
(n)
uA = 0, n ≤ 2m− 2,
∂uh
(n+1) = 0, n ≤ 2m− 2,
(B.11)
implying that h¯(n+1)uu , h¯
(n)
uA and h
(n+1) are u-independent.
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In particular, residual diffeomorphisms with weaker fall off conditions are ruled out by the fact that a
consistent asymptotic expansion for such diffeomorphisms must include logarithmic terms in r, which would in
turn necessitate the addition of such terms in the asymptotic expansion of the metric.
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The transformation of these components under the residual gauge symmetry (B.9) is
δh(n+1) = −2∂uξ(n+1)r + 2(n − 2m)(ξ(n)u − ξ(n)r ) + 2DAξ(n−1)A ,
δh¯(n+1)uu = 2∂uξ
(n+1)
u − ∂uξ(n+1)r + (n− 2m)(ξ(n)u − ξ(n)r ) +DAξ(n−1)A ,
δh¯
(n)
uA = ∂uξ
(n)
A + ∂Aξ
(n)
u ,
(B.12)
where using (A.3), ∂uξ
(n+1)
r , ∂uξ
(n+1)
u and ∂uξ
(n)
A can be written in terms of ξ
(n)
u , ξ
(n)
r and ξ
(n−1)
A .
These transformations are linearly independent and thus can be used to set
h¯(n+1)uu = h
(n+1) = h¯
(n)
uA = 0, (B.13)
leaving the remaining residual gauge symmetry with leading order terms now given by u-
independent ξu(n+1), ξr(n+1), and ξA(n+2).
Hence, we can iterate this process until n surpasses the limits in (B.11) and thus we can set
h¯(n)uu = h¯
(n)
ur = 0, m ≤ n ≤ 2m− 2,
h¯
(n−1)
uA = h
(n) = 0, m ≤ n ≤ 2m− 1.
(B.14)
Upon performing this residual gauge-fixing, the first constraint in (B.2) is identically zero for
n ≤ 2m− 2 and sets h¯(2m−1)ur = 0 when n = 2m− 1. Moreover, note the vanishing of the trace
up to and including order r−2m+1 will allow us henceforth to work with the original metric
perturbations hµν instead of the trace-reversed metric perturbations h¯µν .
The vanishing trace condition together with the second two constraints in (B.2) simplify for
m ≤ n ≤ 2m − 1 to the three constraints appearing in (2.11). When n ≤ 2m − 1, we can use
(2.11) to solve for the other components in terms of h(n)rr
γABh
(n−2)
AB = −h(n)rr ,
DAh
(n−1)
rA =
(
D2 − (2m− n)(1 + 2m− n)
)
2(m− n+ 1) h
(n)
rr ,
DADBh
(n−2)
AB =
(D2 − (2m− n− 1)(2m − n) + 1)2 + 4(m− n)(2m− n)(2m− n+ 1)− 1
4(m− n)(m− n+ 1) h
(n)
rr .
(B.15)
Note, this gauge fixing procedure sets
h(m)rr = h
(m+1)
rr = 0 (B.16)
so the last two equations hold provided n > m+ 1.
Nonetheless, we can explicitly solve the Einstein equations at the leading orders and we find
DA∂uh
(m)
rA = D
ADBh
(m−2)
AB , ∂uh
(m+2)
rr = D
Ah
(m)
rA . (B.17)
Together these imply
∂2uh
(m+2)
rr = D
ADBh
(m−2)
AB . (B.18)
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Then, for m+ 2 ≤ n ≤ 2m− 1, using (B.15), the asymptotic expansion of the r component of
the gauge constraint (A.2) becomes
∂uh
(n+1)
rr =
D2 − (n− 2)(2m − n+ 1)
2(m− n+ 1) h
(n)
rr . (B.19)
Taking multiple derivatives and using (B.18), this becomes
∂nuh
(m+n)
rr =
m+n−2∏
ℓ=m+1
D2 − (ℓ− 1)(2m− ℓ)
2(m− ℓ) D
ADBh
(m−2)
AB . (B.20)
The memory term lies at
DADBh
(2m−3)
AB =
(D2(D2 + 2) − 8m+ 8)
4(m− 2)(m− 1) h
(2m−1)
rr . (B.21)
Using (B.20), we find
∂m−1u D
ADBh
(2m−3)
AB =
(D2(D2 + 2)− 8m+ 8)
(D2 − 4m+ 6)(D2 − 2m+ 2)
2m−1∏
ℓ=m+1
D2 − (ℓ− 1)(2m− ℓ)
2(m− ℓ) D
ADBh
(m−2)
AB .
(B.22)
C Canonical charges
Using a canonical covariant formalism [23,24], one can construct charges that are associated
to the symmetries of the theory. In gravity, the charge associated to a generic diffeomorphism
ξ is given by
Q+can = −
1
16πG
∫
I
+
−
d2mz
√
γr2mFru, (C.1)
where
Fµν =
1
2
(∇µξν −∇νξµ)h+ (∇µhλν −∇νhλµ) ξλ + (∇λξµhλν −∇λξνhλµ)
−
(
∇λhλνξµ −∇λhλµξν
)
− (∇µhξν −∇νhξµ) . (C.2)
The relevant term for our analysis in retarded Bondi coordinates (2.1) is
Fru = ξ
u (∂rh¯uu − ∂uh¯ur)+ ξr (∂rh¯ur − ∂uh¯rr)− h¯uu∂rξr + h¯ur [∂rξu − ∂uξr + ∂rξr]
+ h¯rr (∂uξu − ∂rξu) +
1
r2
(
h¯AuD
Aξr − h¯ArDAξu
)
+ ξA
[(
∂r −
2
r
)
h¯Au − ∂uh¯Ar
]
.
(C.3)
In d = 2m+ 2 dimensions, Fru evaluated on the large diffeomorphism (2.14) in the absence of
radiation is given to leading order by
Fru = −
2(m− 2)D2f
r4m−2
(
2(m− 1)h(2m−1)uu +
(D2 − 4m+ 6)(D2 − 2m+ 2)
(2m− 1)(D2(D2 + 2)− 8m+ 8)D
ADBh
(2m−3)
AB
)
+O(r−4m+1)
(C.4)
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up to a total derivative term which vanishes in (C.1) upon integration over S2m. Then, substi-
tuting this expression in (C.1), one finds in the large-r limit that the canonical charge associated
to the large diffeomorphism (2.14) is proportional to the conserved charge derived from the soft
theorem (5.21)
Q+can =
2(m− 2)
r2m−2
Q+. (C.5)
The idea that components of the charge which fall off as some power of 1/r could generate
non-trivial symmetries was put forward in [25, 26]. In particular, [25] showed that the 4d
subleading soft graviton theorem can be recovered from a conservation law associated with a
subleading component of the supertranslation charges in a large-r expansion. We leave the
interpretation of charges with a large-r falloff as well as a possible relation between leading
soft theorems in higher dimensions and subleading soft theorems in lower dimensions to future
investigation.
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